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Name: BIRKENHEAD PARK

District: Wirral (Metropolitan Authority)

Parish: Non Civil Parish

label.localisation: Latitude: 53.394285

Longitude: -3.0493411

National Grid Reference: SJ3031889119

Map: Download a full scale map (PDF)

label.localisation: [53.3955674742593,-3.04016056713101], [53.3955376897336,-3.04022601178285],

[53.3955381325361,-3.04022677452859], [53.3955312611947,-3.04024164580922],

[53.3955106602634,-3.0402847560536], [53.3954913942743,-3.04032940271007],

[53.3954674381535,-3.04039649320827], [53.3954536233464,-3.04043450527672],

[53.3954427512336,-3.040464919299], [53.39542644305,-3.04051054030325],

[53.3953978359981,-3.0405955637258], [53.3953923061191,-3.04061121957461],

[53.3953849001737,-3.04063585294353], [53.3953654243126,-3.0407045563225],

[53.3953422028158,-3.04079046287433], [53.3953306084326,-3.04083153666234],

[53.3952990886849,-3.04094130262281], [53.3952935063121,-3.04096297263291],

[53.3952748961889,-3.0410354565519], [53.3952341040869,-3.04122921305366],

[53.3951854539797,-3.04142662270729], [53.3951548247555,-3.04161001381158],

[53.3951326160691,-3.04173429301168], [53.3951080358107,-3.04187280095153],

[53.3950863746444,-3.04198581420777], [53.3950788305992,-3.04202623446078],

[53.3950498221023,-3.04215711448474], [53.3950292956886,-3.04224308549001],

[53.3950237065165,-3.04226550696523], [53.3950097007444,-3.04232531950246],

[53.3949943534463,-3.04238434727508], [53.3949656597152,-3.04247914163028],

[53.3949369330781,-3.04257769472557], [53.3949193651538,-3.04263366028172],

[53.3948541411746,-3.04284561456016], [53.3948278170205,-3.04277203341358],

[53.3948247240842,-3.0427659423284], [53.3948216639846,-3.04275609238603],

[53.3948129921389,-3.04271978761127], [53.3947549587681,-3.04246872758483],

[53.3947097329475,-3.04224354687195], [53.3946951572541,-3.04216273415408],

[53.3946938748287,-3.04215518351629], [53.3946841369574,-3.04208651994762],

[53.3946711192207,-3.04198168365633], [53.394660341599,-3.04187765408647],

[53.3946595413182,-3.04186635559629], [53.3946414723118,-3.04172229573898],

[53.3946364212232,-3.04168307205696], [53.3946322688295,-3.04164387033501],

[53.3946323081915,-3.04163935972383], [53.3946312783021,-3.04155135890569],

[53.3946323212465,-3.04143182770509], [53.3946363259154,-3.04133342282387],

[53.3946380609147,-3.04128910138673], [53.3946499960972,-3.04110592211686],

[53.3946549945097,-3.04104814559733], [53.394666965674,-3.04091233861709],

[53.3946875706967,-3.0407553874663], [53.3947064477351,-3.04061102642649],
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[53.3947605311323,-3.04028450421764], [53.3947714488296,-3.04022822531525],

[53.394803817388,-3.04006223639956], [53.3948314034848,-3.03993959229698],

[53.3948847320489,-3.0396995222055], [53.3949095103441,-3.03958959206497],

[53.394914200307,-3.03956714838477], [53.3950544077498,-3.03951793065005],

[53.3952676658609,-3.03944116752305], [53.3954177786774,-3.03938993457808],

[53.3954899110017,-3.0393646226783], [53.3955048182409,-3.03935596267465],

[53.3955490775091,-3.0393314752468], [53.3956834913395,-3.03922496685836],

[53.3958074783053,-3.0391287310261], [53.3958288029017,-3.03920895731178],

[53.395879931148,-3.03939863606196], [53.395868559979,-3.0394072153791],

[53.395874529604,-3.03942888922396], [53.3959233252461,-3.03960603520249],

[53.3959311621373,-3.03963448759937], [53.3959414185578,-3.03962674890626],

[53.3959750917907,-3.03975167203115], [53.395874667216,-3.03982592245849],

[53.3957832231264,-3.0399011434792], [53.3957519819133,-3.03992745179966],

[53.3957415616246,-3.03993697301976], [53.3957216263028,-3.03995528557423],

[53.3956917003899,-3.03998538563059], [53.3956685409808,-3.04001264287717],

[53.3956462737232,-3.04004067379896], [53.395624442712,-3.04007021922361],

[53.3956034907495,-3.04010204189532], [53.3955688026681,-3.04016285536783],

[53.3955674742593,-3.04016056713101]

label.localisation: [53.3968782557065,-3.04466825576147], [53.3968708620846,-3.04469138565477],

[53.3968648165181,-3.04471454856616], [53.3968592137203,-3.04473847428692],

[53.3968516819002,-3.04477739210238], [53.3968463968338,-3.04481636495281],

[53.396842499299,-3.04485085998369], [53.3968412978737,-3.04488542107116],

[53.396843678102,-3.04492157385685], [53.3968426148645,-3.0449403470025],

[53.3968411088523,-3.04495835732927], [53.3968370335709,-3.04501315112002],

[53.396831860321,-3.04503934321676], [53.3968262442943,-3.04506477248826],

[53.396808517223,-3.04513878281781], [53.3967959897252,-3.04518359381204],

[53.3967807990069,-3.04522457966756], [53.3967725724034,-3.04524016932793],

[53.3967639096113,-3.04525424435748], [53.3967552534009,-3.04526756757621],

[53.396730672322,-3.04530305941692], [53.3967230135669,-3.04530512757795],

[53.3967162666853,-3.04530571415925], [53.3967104448445,-3.04530331555305],

[53.3967073388734,-3.04529872762378], [53.3967051381921,-3.04529340992052],

[53.3967033868637,-3.04528810323245], [53.396695919028,-3.04526836907822],

[53.3966893564786,-3.04524790515546], [53.3966543759028,-3.04513650892983],

[53.3966306966532,-3.0450690037652], [53.396605200207,-3.04500371003614],

[53.3965840722122,-3.04495281073499], [53.3965748332322,-3.0449300254427],

[53.3965430984093,-3.04485856332793], [53.396509995742,-3.04478932369386],

[53.3964777325215,-3.04472687238712], [53.3964715402735,-3.0447154412625],

[53.3964548998838,-3.04468585750414], [53.3964368439262,-3.04465368242482],

[53.396431710381,-3.04464453313903], [53.3963905126484,-3.0445758475232],

[53.3963541525052,-3.04451931188061], [53.3963404001722,-3.04449867213641],
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[53.3962884704974,-3.04442370830065], [53.3962740719503,-3.04440500788353],

[53.3962573643891,-3.04438309270767], [53.3962298136286,-3.04434707598654],

[53.3961693329873,-3.04427340704859], [53.3961337267155,-3.04423343344011],

[53.3961039094116,-3.04419961728729], [53.396037554201,-3.04412956471224],

[53.3960157147522,-3.04410857685309], [53.395973373382,-3.04406783707066],

[53.3959025048303,-3.04399993028002], [53.3958146397044,-3.0439225842485],

[53.3957571004584,-3.04387229905041], [53.3956540558356,-3.04378330280779],

[53.3956531242589,-3.04378703974099], [53.3955083280426,-3.04365768037013],

[53.3955077393657,-3.04365715464128], [53.3953258096509,-3.04349178689958],

[53.3953271905718,-3.04348806098356], [53.3950988826607,-3.0432809554395],

[53.3950931067705,-3.04327329476924], [53.3950771468693,-3.04324809042062],

[53.3950612329549,-3.04321762366093], [53.3950475658007,-3.04318721188338],

[53.3950454175836,-3.04317588029231], [53.3950437187192,-3.043164559694],

[53.3950433744844,-3.04315252029578], [53.3950434664624,-3.04314199543997],

[53.3950440077931,-3.0431314815754], [53.3950454478302,-3.04312098969295],

[53.3950487246985,-3.04310603112103], [53.3950528871333,-3.04309259807971],

[53.3950588863976,-3.04307469834459], [53.3950653218744,-3.04305831314656],

[53.3950786158984,-3.04302856083009], [53.395090020535,-3.04300928940314],

[53.3950991324181,-3.04299522545171], [53.3951118785416,-3.04297673875231],

[53.3951255102321,-3.04295977757474], [53.3951391353517,-3.04294356816349],

[53.395153639471,-3.04292963605255], [53.3951749233039,-3.04291135810167],

[53.3951970664316,-3.04289761277946], [53.3952083331146,-3.0428941286102],

[53.3952200294462,-3.04289291076375], [53.3952312698559,-3.04289243370659],

[53.3952429596193,-3.04289196763812], [53.3952807184628,-3.04289138714415],

[53.3953179885428,-3.04289530634265], [53.3953414347361,-3.04289919277243],

[53.3954647244392,-3.04294082916594], [53.3956486961403,-3.04300262677661],

[53.3958425518958,-3.04309283925587], [53.3959803752849,-3.0431641613904],

[53.3960429102822,-3.04320855247884], [53.3960697138058,-3.04322725507395],

[53.3961665598827,-3.04330557181556], [53.3962026552492,-3.04334104490411],

[53.3962281106901,-3.04335971467106], [53.3962881898633,-3.04342795848833],

[53.3963269077065,-3.04347191789151], [53.3963914264537,-3.04354643673977],

[53.396394988419,-3.04355028370521], [53.3964389683149,-3.04360926092904],

[53.3964815738273,-3.04367121248466], [53.3965290104413,-3.04374606576949],

[53.396552933685,-3.04378575337934], [53.3965755285777,-3.04382315262928],

[53.396588453783,-3.04384587752006], [53.3966175794279,-3.04389712244506],

[53.3966791716463,-3.04399788958334], [53.3966880337816,-3.04401239388478],

[53.3967044099865,-3.04404136950107], [53.3967159419336,-3.04405894704908],

[53.3967283791608,-3.04407579480557], [53.3967425809191,-3.04409644560599],

[53.3967597102645,-3.04412152950734], [53.3967634374844,-3.04412703492724],

[53.3967691870113,-3.0441377032378], [53.3967820209694,-3.04416057648763],

[53.3968104244523,-3.04420187821074], [53.3968361844155,-3.04423709951257],
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[53.3968606489247,-3.04426627338748], [53.3968646427915,-3.04427119882777],

[53.3968845107225,-3.04429570324495], [53.396908927452,-3.04432581597831],

[53.3969444745239,-3.04436176440794], [53.3969776759253,-3.04438235134892],

[53.3969993914608,-3.0443847225116], [53.3970225999639,-3.04440333822694],

[53.3969755469241,-3.04449016633447], [53.3969705316743,-3.0444983151638],

[53.3969299010926,-3.04457026099727], [53.3969016267043,-3.04461694244316],

[53.3968892704679,-3.04464220669362], [53.3968782557065,-3.04466825576147]

label.overview: Heritage Category: Park and Garden

Grade: I

List Entry Number: 1000994

Date first listed: 01-Feb-1986

Details

Birkenhead Park, opened in 1847, was the first public park to be established at public expense in the United Kingdom. It was

designed by Joseph Paxton and incorporated a number of innovative features. It was influential on the design of public parks

both nationally and internationally. It is considered an outstanding example of Paxton's work and a landmark in the history

of public parks.

HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

Birkenhead Park was laid out by Joseph Paxton (1803-65) following the Third Improvement Act (Birkenhead) 1843. Paxton was

appointed by Sir William Jackson, and Edward Kemp, who had worked with Paxton at Chatsworth, Derbyshire, was recruited

to supervise the construction of the park. Another contact from Chatsworth, John Robertson, designed the lodges around the

park with Liverpool architect Lewis Hornblower. Belts of housing around the park boundaries were intended to subsidise the

expense of the park.

In 1845 Paxton was asked by the Commissioners to alter the plans of unsold building plots. Following this he withdrew from

further involvement leaving Edward Kemp in charge of completion. Kemp remained in charge until 1891, serving forty-six

years as Park Superintendent.

The park was opened in 1847. In 1850 Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) visited the site and the design influenced his own

designs for Central Park in New York, which opened in 1858.

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION, AREA, BOUNDARIES, LANDFORM, SETTING Birkenhead Park is situated c 1.5km from Birkenhead town

centre. The c 90ha site is situated on undulating land in a residential area. The park was laid out within an area bounded by

Park Road North, Park Road East, Park Road South and Park Road West. A belt of land around the park between these roads

and a curving perimeter carriage drive called Park Drive was designated for private houses and villas and divided into plots,

as shown on Paxton's plan of 1844 and in a revised form on a sale plan of 1850. Where these were built and survive they form

an integral part of the park's setting and the private gardens backing on to the park form the park boundary along Park Drive.

Most of the plots on the south and west sides of the site were built on, not all of them however in accordance with the sale plan.

In those areas which were not built on, on the north and east sides of the site, the park boundary is formed by Park Road North

and Park Road East. Most of the original railings have been removed, but sections remain on the north side of Ashville Road,

on those parts of Park Road North fronting the Birkenhead Park Rugby Union Football ground and Park High Lower School,

fronting 76 Park Road West, the playing fields on Park Road East and Park High School on Park Road South.
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ENTRANCES AND APPROACHES There are five entrances with lodges.The largest of these, known as the Grand Entrance

Gateway, is a triple-arched screen flanked by lodges and designed by Lewis Hornblower (listed grade II*). It is situated at the

junction of Park Road North and Park Road East. Other lodges were designed by John Robertson, perhaps in collaboration with

Hornblower (Pevsner 1971). On the corner of Park Road East and Park Road South is the Gothic Lodge with a pair of stone

gate piers (listed grade II), on Park Road South is the Italian Lodge (listed grade II), and on Park Road West is the Castellated

Lodge (listed grade II). Paired lodges on Park Road North (both listed grade II) are known as Norman Lodge East and Norman

Lodge West respectively, though the architectural style is Greek Revival. Another Italianate-style lodge situated on Ashville

Road is known as Central Lodge. The lodges generally have iron gates and decorative stone gate piers which are of the same

design as those belonging to many of the surrounding houses and villas, as well as the two sets of four gate piers on each side

of Ashville Road to the north-east and south-west of its junction with Cavendish Road. In addition to the principal entrances

there are a number of informal pedestrian entrances.

The park is divided by Ashville Road, which was designed as a route for through traffic and is connected to the perimeter

carriage drive, Park Drive. The park is known as Upper Park on the north-west side of Ashville Road and Lower Park on the

south-east side.

GARDENS AND PLEASURE GROUNDS One of the innovatory features of Birkenhead Park was the system of circulation

and traffic segregation, which also serves to divide the park into areas of different character. The outer carriage drive, Park

Drive, was designated for pleasure traffic only; it describes a sinuous route around the perimeter and has on its outer edge a

pedestrian walkway. Tree planting is concentrated along Park Drive where clumps and belts of trees accord well with Paxton's

design as shown on the 1844 plan of the park. Certain sections of footpath have been lost, particularly those which formed links

across the lakes, and some new footpaths have been created, but the network of paths which survives can be closely related

to Paxton?s design.

In Lower Park the lake is situated on the north-east side of the site. It is surrounded by banks and mounds planted with trees and

has an irregular outline, with fingers of water stretching out to create a varied landscape allowing different views to unfold as

the path around the lake is followed. There is an irregularly shaped island in the centre of the lake which is planted with trees.

A boathouse with a pavilion superstructure designed to be used as a bandstand is situated on the western shore (listed grade II).

On the island is a decorative covered bridge, called the Swiss Bridge (listed grade II). Other bridges connecting the island to the

shore were demolished in the 1970s. On the north and east sides of the lake is a rockery with a path winding through it. North of

the lake, between Park Drive and Park Road North, is an area of bowling greens and to the east, between Park Drive and Park

Road East, are playing fields. Both these areas were designated as plots for villas on the 1850 sale plan. Some 200m south-west

of the lake is an area of boggy ground which was formerly a small lake. The lake is shown on the OS map of 1875 but not on

Paxton's plan of 1844. West of this are a cricket pavilion (listed grade II) and a cricket pitch, and the central and western areas

are open grassland which contrast with the thickly planted and enclosed character of the lake and its immediate surroundings.

Upper Park occupies a somewhat smaller area than Lower Park. A lake is situated on the north-east side of the site and, like its

counterpart in Lower Park, is surrounded by banks and mounds planted with trees with a footpath leading around its perimeter.

There is an irregularly shaped island planted with trees south of the centre of the lake. Areas of open grassland are situated to the

south and west forming a contrast, as in Lower Park, with the lake area. In the south-east corner of Upper Park, between the lake

and Ashville Road, is an area used for works and maintenance with various late C20 buildings on the former site of nurseries

and glasshouses. North-west of the lake, between Park Drive and Park Road North, is a fenced area with a rugby ground and

stand on an area designated for villas in the sale plan of 1850. North-east of the lake, between Park Drive and Cavendish Road,

are a number of villas laid out as suggested on the 1850 sale plan. On the other side of these, between Cavendish Road and

Park Road North to the north and Ashville Road to the south-east, is an area of open grassland with tennis courts on land which

was also originally designated as plots for villas.

The south side of Ashville Road, north of its junction with Cavendish Road, is occupied by houses on plots between the road

and Park Drive, partly as suggested on the 1850 sale plan.
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REFERENCES G F Chadwick, The Park and the Town (1966), pp 68-9 N Pevsner and E Hubbard, The Buildings of England:

Cheshire (1971), pp 91-3 Landscape Design, (November 1989), pp 24-7 Landscape Design, (March 1990), pp 16-17 H Conway,

People's Parks (1991), pp 88-90 Birkenhead Park, (Colson Stone Partnership 1992)

Maps J Paxton, Plan of Birkenhead New Park with the Surrounding Building Lots as intended to be sold, 1844 Sale Plan of

land surrounding Birkenhead Park, 2 July 1850

OS 10' to 1 mile: Cheshire sheet XIII 3.17, 3.23, 3.28, published 1875

Description written: March 1997 Register Inspector: CEH Edited: March 1999 .

Legal

This garden or other land is registered under the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953 within the Register of

Historic Parks and Gardens by Historic England for its special historic interest.


